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system. Such men would not even have impressed his father. It was a confident man who had built the little church, the school and the vicarage at Wilden and endowed the former with its Burne Jones Windows. All the while the machinery rumbled on, Mr. Alfred Baldwin had encompassed intellectually the significance of his own machines. When the present Mr. Baldwin came to power the age had outstripped the mental equipment of all but the Birkenheads. The local employer and the territorial magnate had retired to the provinces. Mr. Baldwin was on the point of leading them when it became apparent that his Celtic blood in the pre-Raphaelite past had confused him with a false sophistication. The whole political strength of England was nearly at Mr. Baldwin's feet.
Mr. Baldwin reveals his cultural confusion in his attitude to history. The dangerous Celtic idealism runs to romance. Even his attitude to Worcestershire is essentially pre-Raphaelite. He shows the working of his mind in the most typical utterances. Langland lying on the slopes of the Malverns is the easy and gracious picture that appeals to him. Bewdley as a sanctuary town enchants him. The vision of Owen Glendower is magnificent, but the thought of making Mr. Lloyd George Warden of the Marches amuses him. There is perhaps political significance in the fact that Owen Glendower was repulsed by Edward I, possibly England's greatest statesman, and the English polity, which descended from a royal past, was almost completely destroyed by Mr. Lloyd George. The fact remains that Mr, Baldwin is confused. Glamour to him is not in the movement of battle but in the stillness of memory. He hankers after the Victorian view of history.
The cruel Industrial Revolution is still taking its toll. The disillusionment of the pre-War sense of security has been completed but its cultural values linger. The Idylls of the King showed that the mind could not face the real facts of history. Gilded barges gliding down moonlit lakes, and Gothic castles were more peaceful than Knights en-